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Professor Sonia Blandford and Amy Matthews, assistant head teacher at Blakesley Primary. ■

Blakesley Hall Primary school in stechford 
has been recognised for offering a high quality 
education during a National Conference held 
by the country’s leading education charity, 
achievement for all 3as, at the Institute of edu-
cation in london. 

Blakesley Hall is the first school in Birming-
ham to receive the Quality Mark from the chari-
ty, which is working with more than 1,600 
schools across the country. 

The award recognises the excellent work being 
done by the school with achievement for all 3as 
to improve progress in reading, writing and 
maths for vulnerable and disadvantaged chil-
dren, and pupils who have special educational 
needs and disabilities (seND). 

Target pupils at Blakesley have been making 
faster progress than the average for all children 

across the country. assistant head teacher amy 
Matthews was presented with the Quality Mark 
award by Professor sonia Blandford, CeO of 
achievement for all 3as. 

Heather Phillips, head teacher of Blakesley 
Hall Primary, said: “Being part of achievement 
for all has made a huge difference to the provi-
sion for our pupils with additional learning 
Needs. Parents feel more involved, teaching 
staff work more effectively and pupils make 
exceptional progress – we have successfully 
closed the gap in progress between those pupils 
and their peers.

“We will ‘wear’ our award with pride and as 
evidence of our commitment to achieving the 
best possible outcomes for all our children 
through being part of achievement for all.”

achievement for all regional lead laura Bro-
mberg said: “We have a growing number of 
schools in Birmingham who have joined the 
programme and who are working towards 
achieving the Quality Mark. It is wonderful news 
to see Blakesley Hall leading the way in achiev-
ing this Quality award as recognition of the 
excellent progress that their youngsters have 
made.”

More than 300 delegates from 200 schools 
across the country attended the conference.

as well as heading achievement for all 3as, 
sonia Blandford is an advisor to governments in 
the Uk and europe. she said: ‘‘achievement for 
all 3as has already had a profound impact on 
schools across the country, improving results in 
reading, writing and maths for many of our most 
disadvantaged and vulnerable children, and for 
those with special education needs.

“By joining the programme and working in 
partnership with the achievement for all 3as 
team, schools commit to a vision that all chil-
dren can achieve. The Pupil Premium and 
Department for education funding for achieve-

ment for all 3as provides the resource for schools 
of all sizes across all phases to participate in the 
quiet revolution that is transforming the life 
chances for vulnerable and disadvantaged chil-
dren.”

The second annual Impact Report from 
achievement for all 3as, recently published, 
demonstrates the profound impact of the chari-
ty’s work, with many vulnerable and disadvan-
taged pupils, including those with special edu-
cational needs, progressing three times faster in 
reading, writing and maths than the average for 
all children across the country.

Quality is assured 
at Blakesley Hall

IT’s all new at Harborne academy.
The school’s 500 students have 

been enjoying lessons in a brand 
new building.  They also have a new 
school uniform and are getting to 
know their new head teacher. 

The academy, which specialises 
in health and sciences, has enjoyed 
a £12 million refurbishment which 
includes cutting edge technologies 
to equip students with the vital skills 
essential to them becoming suc-
cessful in their future careers.

Facilities include state-of-the-art 
science laboratories and classrooms, 
a multi-purpose sports hall and a 
purpose-built dance studio and per-
forming arts theatre.  The pioneer-
ing samsung Professional Develop-
ment Centre means that students 
also have the latest communications 
software and technologies at their 
fingertips, so that they are better 
prepared for the world of work.

Newly appointed head teach-
er Chris Hilton said: “Things are 
continuing to evolve at the acade-

my, which means the learning jour-
neys of our students are even more 
promising. 

“Going forward, the teaching staff 
and I will aim to ensure that each of 
our new and existing learners can 
make the most of our new building 
and increasingly successful curricu-
lum so that they achieve their full 
potential.”

SIXTH FORM MEDICAL ACADEMY 
OPEN EVENT

lOCal year 11 students dreaming 
of working in the health and medi-
cal industry can benefit from a new 

sixth form provision of health, med-
ical and science qualifications being 
delivered at Harborne academy this 
september.

an Open event takes place on 
Tuesday, January 28, between 4pm 
and 8pm for people to explore the 
courses available to study and tour 
the new state-of-the-art training 
facilities.

“Our new sixth form provision 
will provide students that are pas-
sionate about science, health and 
medical technologies with the skills 
and qualifications they need to go 
on to higher level study, training and 
employment,” said Mr Hilton.

“We will make sure our learners 
are supported throughout their 
journey towards university level 
studies, so that they achieve their 
academic goals.”  
■ For further details about Har-
borne’s sixth Form Medical acade-
my, telephone 0121 464 2737 or 
email enquiry@harborneacademy.
co.uk

In with the new at 
Harborne Academy

The  ■
new face of 
Harborne 
Academy 
where stu-
dents can 
learn with 
the aid of 
advanced 
technology.
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